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method of becoming familiar with the modern 
languages under the conditions now presented 
by the crowded curricula of our schools and 
colleges But it should never be for- 
gotten that intelligent and fluent translation, 
or understanding the text without translation, 
is the great object of this study, and that it is 
not a wise expenditure of time to attempt to 
impart a writing and speaking knowledge of 
French in school and college. 

In Vol. iii, the editor writes : 

"Whatever attention is to be given to the 
study of foreign languages, even while pur- 
suing these, our own English tongue must ever 
be made of a primary importance. To this 
end there can be no better training than 
daily practice in the translation into English 
of the best specimens of ancient and modern 
literature." 

Every instructor will agree with this opinion i 
for, after all, one of the most important objects 
(I cannot say the most important) of modern 
language study is to give the student a better 
and more accurate knowledge of his own 
tongue, and the instructor should always 
require from the beginner the very best and 
neatest English rendering. The notes in the 
three texts are excellent, but some might have 
been placed at the bottom of the page, es- 
pecially those explaining French constructions; 
I know that this is thought by some instructors 
to help the student unduly, and yet I think 
that the average teacher can tell whether the 
student has thoroughly prepared his lesson 
beforehand, or is making use of notes (either 
of his own making or furnished by the editor) 
during the recitation. 

In conclusion, I would repeat that the plan 
of this series is an admirable one for the ma- 
jority of our colleges ; Prof. MagilPs grammar 
follows conscientiously this plan, and the texts 
he has prepared will prove excellent reading 
for beginners, excellent because interesting 
and written in perfectly pure French. 

Edwin S. Lewis. 
Princeton University. 



ENGLISH LITERATURE. 
Character and Opinions of William Langland 
as shown in 'The Vision of William con- 
cerning Piers the Plowman.' Thesis pre- 
sented to the Faculty of the College of New 
Jersey for the degree of Doctor of Philo- 
sophy. By Edwin M. Hopkins, A. M., Pro- 



fessor of Rhetoric and English Language in 

the University of Kansas. 
In a brief introduction, Dr. Hopkins states 
that "the special purpose of this investiga- 
tion is to give an exposition of him whose 
work preeminently, as compared with that of 
other writers of the fourteenth century, reflects 
the opinions of the common people." 

Beginning with the scene of the poem, the 
discussion advances to the date of Langland 's 
coming to London. Here personal impres- 
sions take the place of actual proofs, on the 
writer's admission that the determination of 
this question " must be largly speculative." 
Generally, however, Dr. Hopkins fortifies 
his statements by quotations from passus and 
verse, wisely confining his proof of each point 
to a single appropriate reference. This method 
gives a desirable definiteness and perspi- 
cuity to the consideration of the Content of 
the Poem, divided under the four heads of 
Scientific Information, Political and Social 
Theories, Theological and Religious Teach- 
ing, and Langland's Philosophy. The third 
of these chapters is again sub-divided into 
three sections : — The Supernal and Infernal ; 
Man ; Duties and Transgressions ; Doctrines 
of Holy Church — and constitutes, perhaps, the 
most valuable portion of the work. Never- 
theless, it must be admitted that the analytic 
process has "the defect of its qualities," and 
that in the consideration of so many and im- 
portant details the poem as a whole is dis- 
regarded. This defect is less noticeable in 
the concluding chapters on the Form, Spirit, 
and Value of the Poem ; but even in these the 
parts are not exhibited in their true relation 
to the whole. Were it not for the preliminary 
announcement, we should naturally infer that 
the writer's purpose was to extract plums 
from this remarkably heterogeneous pudding, 
and to arrange them systematically on a dry- 
ing board ; we should then have little but 
praise to offer. There are few more fal- 
lacious axioms than that a whole is equal 
to the sum of its parts ; and no amount of 
scholarly care can ever prove " the character 
and teaching" of a man or his writing by a 
compilation of his opinions or an accumula- 
tion of quotations. There must be a recogni- 
tion of the mental attrition by which opposing 
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ideas mold and modify one another, an ap- 
preciation of the intellectual physics by 
which divergent opinions unite to form others 
of yet different tendencies, a knowledge of 
the spiritual chemistry by which all that acts 
upon or even touches a man, is transformed 
by his personality. Such recognition and appre- 
ciation and knowledge are at once the inspira- 
tion and despair of literary scholarship, and, 
when attained, leave the hardly less difficult 
task of interpretation still to be accomplished. 
Perhaps it is unfair even to suggest that Dr. 
Hopkins has fallen short of the ideal, when he 
has achieved so much of real value. In none 
ot the numerous scholarly works on Lang- 
land's ' Vision ' is there more clear and defi- 
nite analysis of separate subjects, or more 
careful effort to discover the author's opinion 
on isolated questions. 

There are two sections of his work in which 
Dr. Hopkins seems to me to miss the spirit of 
the poem through failing to recognize its 
three-fold character. My own study of the 
poem has convinced me that three personali- 
ties are symbolized by Piers Plowman ; from 
his introduction, C. viii 182, to C. xvii: 337 he 
represents Langland's ideal laborer ; in the 
latter passage he becomes identified with 
Jesus Christ and maintains this character until 
the last passus, where he symbolizes the 
church of Christ, not the technical " Holy 
Church," but the ideal and spiritual church. 
Roughly corresponding to these two char- 
acters, I find in Do Wei the ideal moral life, 
in Do Bet the ideal Christain life, and in Do 
Best the ideal ecclesiastical life. These dis- 
tinctions are not always consistently brought 
out, but they offer a theory of interpretation 
which clears many otherwise insoluble prob- 
lems. 

There remains one criticism on the arrange- 
ment of Dr. Hopkins' matter. Quotations are 
given, sometimes literally, sometimes in mod- 
ernized form, whereas a uniform method 
would seem to be not only desirable, but 
absolutely necessary. Moreover, if the text 
is to be modified, the final e should be re- 
tained for the sake of the meter. 

Elizabeth Deering Hanscom. 
Smith College. 



FRENCH LITER A TURE. 

Conies de Daudet (including La Belle Niver- 
naise). With portrait of Daudet. Edited 
by A. Guyot Cameron, Ph. D., Assistant 
Professor of French in the Sheffield Scien- 
tific School of Yale University. New York : 
Henry Holt & Co. 321 pp., i6mo, cloth. 

Alphonse Daudet owes his popularity to- 
day to a talent that is as complex as it is 
brilliant. His knowledge of men's hearts is 
not his only power — as George Saintsbury 
seems to imply in his ' Essays on French 
Novelists ' — though that knowledge is respon- 
sible for a very large share of the delight with 
which a new book by the author of ' Tartarin ' 
is welcomed. 

In the first place, Daudet has a poet's tem- 
perament. He is by turns nervous and gay, 
dreamy and thoughtful. He loves abruptly to 
break a mad gallop through the real by wan- 
dering for a breathing spell in the solitary 
fields of the fanciful. His disposition is a 
happy one. No pessimistic spirit of rebellion, 
no bitterness nor feverish protest agitates his 
soul; indeed, he is somewhat of an optimist, 
doting on the blueness of the sky, delighting 
in the fairness of women and believing in the 
goodness of men. Thus he treats society as 
a friend — not blindly, for his eyes are wide 
open to all the evil around him and his warn- 
ing voice hints at it ; but he seeks society's 
redeeming features and never drags you into 
the mire. If his plot requires a scoundrel, the 
latter's ridiculous side is emphasized while his 
vices are implied. He does not paint life blue 
on the one hand, nor rose color on the other; 
he simply gives the good, the pleasing elements 
a first place and sets in the background — 
though not out of sight — the bad, the jarring 
and discordant features. Daudet's sense of the 
ridiculous is strong.though not to overflowing 
like Rabelais', nor spiteful like Swift's. When 
he is satiric, a constant good humor softens the 
violence of his attack ; but his chief power is 
his imagination. Here his poetic tempera- 
ment is most evident ; it permeates all that he 
writes and causes those sudden digressions, 
those beautiful expansions of fancy which so 
charm the reader ; it brings the tears we see 
him shed between the lines, and it prompts 
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